
What Does The Shawnigan Basin Society Do? 

Based on the general principle that people will protect what they love and understand, we strive 

to offer connection to nature and knowledge of how basic ecological principles can be integrated 

into everyday living. “When we know better, we do better”. Shawnigan Lake is the main source 

of drinking water for over 8,000 full-time residents and innumerable visitors in the area. 

Shawnigan also has direct connections to the ecological integrity of both Cobble Hill and Mill 

Bay watersheds and the Salish Sea (Saanich Inlet).  

The purpose of the Shawnigan Basin Society is to protect and secure the long-term health and 
safety of the Shawnigan Lake Community Watershed specifically and the South Cowichan 
region generally, particularly the drinking water these watersheds provide. We work to promote 
a holistic approach toward environmental solutions, community engagement, and local 

stewardship. The SBS is the only charitable, not for profit organization in South Cowichan 

which is dedicated entirely to environmental wellness and water quality improvements. Since its 
inception in 2012, The Shawnigan Basin Society (SBS) has arranged for many workshops and 
presentations, in varied formats, led by local experts & stakeholders, focusing on the South 
Cowichan watershed stewardship and ecological awareness. 
 
SBS is also a public repository for environmental related data, and mapping. SBS is a 
stewardship partner with many organizations such as: BC Lake Stewardship Society, Cowichan 
Land Trust, CVRD Drinking Water Watershed Management, Invasive Species Council of BC, 
Living Lakes Canada, Shawnigan Lake Rotary EcoClub, and Watersheds Canada.  
Please refer to this website link for a short introduction to the members of our Board of 

Directors. https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/shawnigan-basin-society.html 

A quick overview of some highlights of our work is available at this link 

https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/reports.html and in October's edition of The Shawnigan 

Focus https://aa9dc623-db8a-47e0-bbcd-

b86f00c0115e.usrfiles.com/ugd/aa9dc6_c9d89859735b47679ee2e5c5e8ada4e2.pdf 

Follow the link below for historical event information on our regular programing 

https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/events.html 

 

https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/shawnigan-basin-society.html
https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/reports.html
https://aa9dc623-db8a-47e0-bbcd-b86f00c0115e.usrfiles.com/ugd/aa9dc6_c9d89859735b47679ee2e5c5e8ada4e2.pdf
https://aa9dc623-db8a-47e0-bbcd-b86f00c0115e.usrfiles.com/ugd/aa9dc6_c9d89859735b47679ee2e5c5e8ada4e2.pdf
https://www.shawniganbasinsociety.org/events.html

