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A
s Shaw

nigan Lake celebrates m
ore than 100 years as a lakeside com

m
unity, it stands at a 

crossroads. It looks tow
ards a m

ore sustainable future, but a num
ber of significant challenges 

stand in the w
ay:

 » SO
C

IA
L | m

any of the goals and objectives defined w
ithin the Shaw

nigan V
illage O

C
P - 

including the grow
th and diversification of the V

illage itself - are lim
ited by the absence of a 

realistic im
plem

entation strategy including, m
ore specifically, the provision of com

m
unity 

sanitary infrastructure (O
C

P, 2010, pp. 7-8).

 » EN
V

IR
O

N
M

EN
TA

L | the decline in the health of Shaw
nigan Lake, resulting from

 m
any factors, 

including loss of forest cover w
ithin the w

atershed and failing septic system
s along the lake 

edge, requires a critical re-evaluation of status quo land use policy and m
anagem

ent practices.

 » FIN
A

N
C

IA
L | the m

agnitude of capital investm
ent required to im

plem
ent basin-w

ide 
strategies necessitates partnerships betw

een the public and private sectors, buy-in from
 local 

residents and a com
m

itm
ent am

ong all stakeholders to set aside historically adversarial roles 
in favour of a collaborative and solutions-oriented approach.

W
ith a shared history as a long-tim

e neighbour at Shaw
nigan Lake, Tim

berW
est (C

ouverdon) also 
stands at a crossroads w

ith respect to the future of its resource lands. Tasked w
ith investigating 

the potential of the C
ouverdon lands as an asset both to the landow

ner and the South C
ow

ichan 
com

m
unity, EKISTIC

S has been com
m

issioned to com
plete an evaluation of Tim

berW
est 

(C
ouverdon) holdings w

ithin the Shaw
nigan B

asin tow
ards a m

ore sustainable future w
ithin the 

Shaw
nigan com

m
unity.

The fundam
ental challenges facing the com

m
unity are all defined w

ithin the single organizing 
system

 of the Shaw
nigan Lake w

atershed. The follow
ing series of bio-physical m

aps have been 
created through the lens of the Shaw

nigan B
asin, w

ith the goal of m
ore fully understanding the 

interconnected system
s that shape the land and its com

m
unity.

For additional com
m

unity m
aps, please refer to Shaw

nigan B
asin C

om
m

unity M
apping. 
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